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Venice, who was to receive no wool beyond six hundred
sacksl. In these negotiations with Venice, Pisa was assigned
the part that Denmark and Riga played in Henry's relations
with the Hanseatic League. The plan originated with
Florence who controlled Pisa, and it at once awakened
the apprehensions of Venice, whose great rival Florence was
at this time. If Venetian merchants were forbidden to
export wool by sea from this country, she said, they would
have no motive for visiting these shores and the Flanders'
Galleys would cease to bring spices and wines and other
commodities, since England prohibited the export of gold
and silver abroad. It meant, in fact, an end to all com-
mercial intercourse between England and Venice 2. None
the less the attitude of Venice remained unchanged, and
Henry was driven to other measures of retaliation. The
Act of 1491 ordered alien importers of malmsey wine to pay
eighteen shillings per butt increased duty, and the price of
wine was fixed at four pounds the butt in order that the
additional duty should not fall upon the consumer in this
country3. This measure seems to have attained its end,
and Venice was compelled to moderate her tariffs.
Another feature of Henry VII.'s commercial policy was The
his maintenance of the navy. The Tudors recognized the
importance of the navy on grounds set forth in the Act
of 1540: " The navy of this realm in times past hath
been and yet is very profitable, requisite, necessary and
commodious as well for the intercourse and concourse of
merchants transporting and conveying their wares and mer-
chandises as is above said, and a great defence and surety
of this realm in time of war as well to offend as defend, and
also the maintenance of many masters, mariners and seamen,
making them expert and cunning in the art and science of
shipmen and sailing, and they, their wives and children, have
had their livings of and by the same, and also hath been the
chief maintenance and supportation of the cities, towns,
villages, havens and creeks, near adjoining unto the sea
1 Rymer, Foedera (O. ed.), xii. 391, 392 (1490).
*  State Papers Venetian, i. 185-186, Nos. 561, 562.
*  Statutes, ii. 553.